Backcountry Skiing and Snowboarding
Routes in Oregon: An Adventurer's Guide to
Untamed Wilderness

Oregon is a haven for backcountry skiers and snowboarders, offering an
abundance of pristine wilderness areas and endless opportunities for
untamed adventure. From the snow-capped peaks of the Cascade
Mountains to the high desert landscapes of Central Oregon, there are
routes to suit all levels of experience and fitness. In this guide, we'll explore
some of the most popular and rewarding backcountry routes in Oregon,
providing detailed descriptions, safety tips, and logistical information to help
you plan your next adventure.
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Mount Hood's Paradise Park: A Classic Cascade Backcountry
Destination
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Mount Hood is one of Oregon's most iconic landmarks, and its slopes offer
some of the best backcountry skiing and snowboarding in the state.
Paradise Park, located on the mountain's south side, is a particularly
popular destination, known for its wide-open bowls, steep chutes, and
stunning views of Mount Hood's summit. The route to Paradise Park begins
at the Timberline Lodge, where you can take a snowcat ride to the top of
the Palmer Glacier. From there, it's a short skin up to the ridge line, where
you'll be rewarded with panoramic views of the surrounding mountains. The
descent is a mix of open bowls, glades, and chutes, with something to
challenge skiers and snowboarders of all levels.

The Metolius Basin: A Backcountry Playground in Central Oregon

The Metolius Basin is a high desert paradise located in Central Oregon,
known for its stunning scenery and abundance of backcountry skiing and
snowboarding opportunities. There are numerous routes to choose from,
ranging from gentle slopes suitable for beginners to challenging couloirs
that will test the skills of experienced riders. One of the most popular routes
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is the Dutchman Flat Trail, which leads to a series of open bowls and
glades. The views of the surrounding mountains, including Mount Jefferson
and Three Fingered Jack, are simply breathtaking. The Metolius Basin is
also home to several yurt villages, where you can spend the night in
comfort and enjoy the solitude of the wilderness.

e

The Wallowa Mountains: A Winter Wonderland in Eastern Oregon

The Wallowa Mountains are a hidden gem for backcountry skiing and
snowboarding, offering a diverse range of terrain in a beautiful alpine
setting. The mountains are located in Eastern Oregon, near the town of
Joseph. The most popular route in the Wallowas is the Eagle Cap Loop,
which takes skiers and snowboarders through a series of high mountain
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passes and alpine meadows. The loop can be completed in a day, or you
can spend several days exploring the area's many side routes and hidden
powder stashes. The Wallowa Mountains are also home to several
backcountry huts, where you can spend the night and extend your
adventure.

Safety Tips for Backcountry Skiing and Snowboarding

Backcountry skiing and snowboarding can be a dangerous activity, and it's
important to take proper precautions to ensure your safety. Here are some
tips to keep in mind:

= Always check the avalanche forecast before heading out.
Avalanches are a serious hazard in the backcountry, and it's important
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to be aware of the risk before you go. You can find the avalanche
forecast for Oregon on the website of the Northwest Avalanche Center.

Carry proper safety gear. This includes an avalanche transceiver,
shovel, and probe. You should also carry a first-aid kit and a whistle.

Ski or snowboard with a partner. Never go alone in the backcountry.
If you get injured or lost, having a partner can mean the difference
between life and death.

Be aware of the terrain and weather conditions. Don't ski or
snowboard in areas that are beyond your ability level. Always be aware
of the weather forecast and be prepared to turn around if conditions
deteriorate.

Logistical Information

If you're planning a backcountry skiing or snowboarding trip in Oregon,

here are some logistical considerations to keep in mind:

Permits: You don't need a permit to ski or snowboard in the
backcountry in Oregon. However, if you're camping overnight in a
designated wilderness area, you will need to obtain a wilderness
permit from the US Forest Service.

Transportation: The best way to access the backcountry in Oregon is
by snowmobile or snowcat. You can rent snowmobiles from several
companies around the state. Snowcats are more expensive, but they
can take you to areas that are inaccessible by snowmobile.

Food and water: Be sure to pack plenty of food and water for your
trip. There are no services available in the backcountry, so you need to
be self-sufficient.



= Accommodation: If you're planning a multi-day trip, you can camp in
a designated wilderness area or stay in a backcountry hut.
Backcountry huts are typically located in remote areas and offer basic
amenities such as sleeping platforms and a wood stove.

Oregon is a backcountry skier's and snowboarder's paradise, offering an
endless variety of terrain and untamed wilderness experiences. Whether
you're a beginner or an experienced rider, there's a route in Oregon that's
perfect for you. Just be sure to follow the safety tips outlined above and
have a plan in place before you head out. With a little preparation, you can

enjoy a safe and rewarding backcountry adventure in the beautiful state of
Oregon.
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Wildcard Warcross by Marie Lu: The Ultimate
Guide to the Thrilling Sci-Fi Novel

Wildcard Warcross, the debut novel by acclaimed sci-fi writer Marie Lu,
burst onto the literary scene in 2017, captivating readers with its
immersive...

Mountaineering Madness: The Deadly Race to
Summit the Himalayas

The Himalayas, towering over the northern borders of India and Nepal,
have long captivated the imaginations of mountaineers worldwide. For
centuries, these majestic peaks...
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