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Stonehenge is one of the most iconic and mysterious ancient monuments
in the world. Its construction has puzzled archaeologists and historians for
centuries. How did the ancient builders move these massive stones and
erect them in such a precise formation? This guide will provide an in-depth
look at the construction of Stonehenge, based on the latest archaeological
evidence and research.

The First Phase: Quarrying and Transportation

The first step in building Stonehenge was to quarry the stones from the
surrounding landscape. The majority of the stones used in Stonehenge
were sarsen stones, which are a type of sandstone. These stones were
quarried from the Marlborough Downs, which are located about 20 miles
north of Stonehenge. The stones were then transported to the site using
sledges or rollers. This was a difficult and time-consuming process, as each
stone weighed several tons.
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Quarrying stones for Stonehenge

The Second Phase: The Heel Stone and Aubrey Holes

Once the stones had been transported to the site, the builders began to
erect them in a circular formation. The first stone to be erected was the
Heel Stone, which is located about 100 feet east of the center of the circle.
The Heel Stone is a large sarsen stone that is about 16 feet tall and weighs
about 30 tons.

After the Heel Stone was erected, the builders began to dig a series of
holes around the perimeter of the circle. These holes, known as Aubrey
Holes, were about 4 feet in diameter and 2 feet deep. The purpose of the
Aubrey Holes is unknown, but they may have been used to mark the
positions of the other stones in the circle.
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The Heel Stone and Aubrey Holes at Stonehenge

The Third Phase: The Sarsen Circle

The next step in the construction of Stonehenge was to erect the Sarsen
Circle. The Sarsen Circle consists of 30 upright stones, each of which is
about 13 feet tall and weighs about 25 tons. The stones were placed in a
circle with a diameter of about 100 feet. The stones were held in place by a
series of mortise and tenon joints.
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The Sarsen Circle at Stonehenge

The Fourth Phase: The Lintels

Once the Sarsen Circle was complete, the builders began to erect the
lintels. The lintels are the horizontal stones that rest on top of the upright
stones in the Sarsen Circle. The lintels were made from bluestones, which
are a type of igneous rock. The bluestones were quarried from the Preseli
Hills in Wales, which are located about 240 miles west of Stonehenge. The
lintels were transported to the site using sledges or rollers. This was a
difficult and time-consuming process, as each lintel weighed several tons.
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The lintels at Stonehenge

The Fifth Phase: The Trilithons

The final step in the construction of Stonehenge was to erect the trilithons.
The trilithons are the three sets of two upright stones with a lintel on top.
The trilithons are located in the center of the Sarsen Circle. The trilithons
are the most impressive part of Stonehenge and are thought to have been
used for ceremonial purposes.
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The trilithons at Stonehenge

The construction of Stonehenge was a remarkable feat of engineering. The
ancient builders were able to move and erect these massive stones with
precision and accuracy. Stonehenge is a testament to the skill and
ingenuity of the ancient builders and continues to fascinate people today.

Key Facts About Stonehenge

Stonehenge was built in several stages over a period of about 1,500
years.

The first phase of construction began around 3000 BC.
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The final phase of construction was completed around 1600 BC.

Stonehenge is made up of over 100 stones, each of which weighs
several tons.

The stones were transported to the site from various locations in
Wales and England.

The purpose of Stonehenge is unknown, but it is thought to have been
used for ceremonial or astronomical purposes.

Stonehenge Today

Stonehenge is one of the most popular tourist destinations in the
world.

How to Build Stonehenge by Thema Bryant-Davis
4.1 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 86683 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 325 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

FREE

https://classics.nicksucre.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlIzczNWVDZTejhadGoxNzIyMGJtZVY0UUcyQ2tXSFNSTFBLUDNMajJ1dkJZNDN0cmFXU0FFNmQ1WFpHUm1DN2l5NTdvWFJtRVRGXC82cmVybU52bUxnbEdMc0J6Nzk2Q3BlS3dJUUhMWkIwT1RFQUpSSTVXNVBWZ1liVklyUTRpenFzRTdkclJWSm1meFN2RDBaano3VWN3SnFLdW5KNkltbGYyaDA3QTc5Zkk9IiwiaXYiOiJhNGY0ZDU1Y2JkNWU4YmJkMGRiOGUyYWE1ZTRlYjYwZiIsInMiOiJmNjY2NTU3ZTZjNmJhNmMwIn0%3D
https://classics.nicksucre.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InVxM0FmbkhkVDJQREwzRExYNkxTaE9rZUNtN0kyUjJndVwvd0hlZ2dUUDRSdXpHTGZrMnp3ekdBUjZwdmt0SWZmRUpcL21uUWNrMlwvcDUwTTRRTlEyVVg3VmxYMjB6VnhYd3VKdFYyU1hrVllqbGhMNW1MMVJYaGc1WVlGeTB1NFBkRDJCV1FkY015cFNHdkdXVlgyUkRHbitURUVKS2NPRHdnWlhPMERlUjdtQT0iLCJpdiI6ImZlNmExMTZiZDUzMWFiMzE1YjEyNTQ5YmNkNWI1MmJhIiwicyI6IjZlOTcwODgyZjYzM2RiZTMifQ%3D%3D
https://classics.nicksucre.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkhpeWpsVmx4Z3RRZlozNzdKQmU2aHBHcm9FSnFVYzZjajB1QzA3U1Y4TE1SNlhLaGlCcnRadFljV1ozczBRY2ZxYmc0bVRFa25JQkh6YWdiWkN3dlFRVmZKNkZibUMxMDBNeUhIZVIwT0dZbkFyemttNWJua3RnckNQejB4dENoOUdJcXpiVVhJcjg2bXlWQkZaeGpzbG9LTXdaVXB0NTF0ZnYxUGlpWnRacz0iLCJpdiI6IjJjNWM2YzEwOGM1YmRjNWQ3N2ZkZDQwNDZmMWEwNDIwIiwicyI6IjdkODQ5ZGM5OGNjZTA1NTgifQ%3D%3D


Wildcard Warcross by Marie Lu: The Ultimate
Guide to the Thrilling Sci-Fi Novel
Wildcard Warcross, the debut novel by acclaimed sci-fi writer Marie Lu,
burst onto the literary scene in 2017, captivating readers with its
immersive...

Mountaineering Madness: The Deadly Race to
Summit the Himalayas
The Himalayas, towering over the northern borders of India and Nepal,
have long captivated the imaginations of mountaineers worldwide. For
centuries, these majestic peaks...
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