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The 2006 World Cup was a tournament filled with drama, excitement, and
controversy. One of the most infamous incidents of the tournament
occurred in the quarterfinal match between Croatia and Australia, when
English referee Graham Poll made a series of bizarre and unprecedented
mistakes.

With the match tied 0-0 late in the second half, Poll awarded a penalty to
Croatia after Australian defender Craig Moore was adjudged to have fouled
Darijo Srna. However, instead of sending Moore off, as the rules of the
game dictate, Poll only gave him a yellow card. This was a clear error, and
it left many wondering why Poll had made such a strange decision.

Things got even more confusing a few minutes later when Poll awarded a
second yellow card to Moore for a foul on Ivan Klasnic. This meant that
Moore should have been sent off, but for some reason, Poll hesitated and
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instead showed him a red card. This was yet another clear error, and it left
Australia with only 10 men on the field.

The match continued, and Croatia eventually went on to win 1-0. However,
the focus of the aftermath was not on the result, but on Poll's shocking
performance. FIFA, football's governing body, quickly announced that Poll
would not be officiating any more matches in the tournament. The English
Football Association also launched an investigation into his conduct.

The Poll incident had a profound impact on football. It led to a major
overhaul of the refereeing system, with FIFA introducing a new system of
three referees on the pitch, rather than just one. It also led to the of video
assistant referees (VAR),who can help referees to make decisions more
accurately.

Poll himself admitted that he had made a mistake, and he later retired from
refereeing. However, his legacy will forever be tainted by the events of that
infamous day in Germany.

The Aftermath of the Incident

The Poll incident led to a number of changes in the way that football is
refereed. FIFA introduced a new system of three referees on the pitch,
rather than just one. This system is still used today, and it helps to ensure
that referees have a better view of the game and can make more accurate
decisions.

FIFA also introduced video assistant referees (VAR). VARs are referees
who are based in a video room and can review incidents that the on-field
referees may have missed. VARs can help to correct clear and obvious



errors, and they have been used to overturn a number of incorrect
decisions in recent years.

The Poll incident also led to a number of changes in the way that referees
are trained. FIFA now places a greater emphasis on training referees to be
more consistent and to make decisions more quickly. Referees are also
taught to be more aware of the potential for bias and to avoid making
decisions that could be influenced by external factors.

The Legacy of Graham Poll

Graham Poll's legacy will forever be tainted by the events of that infamous
day in Germany. However, it is important to remember that he was a good
referee who made a mistake. Poll has since admitted that he made a
mistake, and he has expressed his regret for the way that he handled the
match.

Poll's incident led to a number of important changes in the way that football
is refereed. These changes have helped to make the game more fair and
more consistent. As a result, Poll's legacy will be as a referee who helped
to improve the game of football.

The Graham Poll incident was a watershed moment in the history of
football. It led to a number of important changes in the way that the game is
refereed, and it helped to make the game more fair and more consistent.
Poll's legacy will be as a referee who helped to improve the game of
football.
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Wildcard Warcross, the debut novel by acclaimed sci-fi writer Marie Lu,
burst onto the literary scene in 2017, captivating readers with its
immersive...

Mountaineering Madness: The Deadly Race to
Summit the Himalayas
The Himalayas, towering over the northern borders of India and Nepal,
have long captivated the imaginations of mountaineers worldwide. For
centuries, these majestic peaks...
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